
Name _________________________________Period _______

RULE #1: A direct quotation begins with a capital letter.
Jimmy shouted, “See you at the game!”
“Is it true?" asked Cindy.

 
RULE #2: When a quotation is interrupted into two parts with words like “he 
asked” or “the teacher demanded,” the second part begins with a lower case 
letter.

“What are some of the things,” Mrs. Baskin inquired, “that make school so 
much fun?” 
“One thing I like,” replied Sarah, “is recess!”

 
RULE #3: When writing dialogue, all punctuation marks at the end of the 
quotation go inside the quotation marks.

“Let's visit the museum,” suggested Samantha. 
Jon replied, “Didn't we go there last weekend?” 
“But when we did,” Beth added, “we didn't see the Ancient Egyptian exhibit.”

 
RULE #4: Do not put a period at the end of a quotation followed by things 
like she said, mom asked, he explained, etc. Use commas, question marks, 
and exclamation marks but not periods. Periods end sentences.

“My Algebra class is driving me crazy!” Paul yelled. 
“That's my favorite class,” Becky replied.

 
RULE #5: Make a new paragraph (indent) when a different person begins to 
speak.

"Last night, I dreamt that I ate a giant marshmallow," Kevin said. 
"Was that anything like the dream you had about eating your way 
through a mountain of fruit cocktail?" asked Suzy.
"Scarier," Kevin explained. "This time I woke up and my pillow was 
gone."

PRACTICE ON YOUR OWN…

Directions: Follow the rules above, and add in all appropriate punctuation marks to the 
dialogue below.  Make any necessary changes to indentation, capitalization, etc.

The Judge turned swiftly toward the stand and declared to the witness you 
don't have to answer that question
I'll answer the question Jessop asserted coldly, fixing his eyes on Kaffee. He 
asked the defense attorney you want answers 
I think I'm entitled to them Kaffee replied
Jessop asked again, more forcefully, as if scolding an errant recruit you 



want answers
I want the truth Kaffee shouted, banging his fist on the counsel table in 
defiance of Jessop's intimidating presence. The court members sat in 
stunned silence.
The colonel leaned forward, rising to his feet, and thundered you can't  
handle the truth


